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We the undersigned marine scientists are concerned that the integrity of the NSW marine parks network and 
marine conservation objectives will be severely undermined by Government moves to allow recreational fishing 
in sanctuary zones. 
  
From the cool waters in the south to the warm waters of the north, the coral reefs, estuaries, seagrass meadows, 
sandy beaches, rocky headlands, kelp beds, sponge gardens, subtidal and deep-water rocky reefs, sandy plains 
and seamounts in NSW support a rich mix of tropical and temperate marine life.  This includes marine turtles, 
tropical fish and manta rays in the north, blue devilfish, weedy seadragons, fur seals and sharks down south, and 
humpback whales seasonally migrating along the 2000-kilometre NSW coast. 
  
The NSW marine parks network began its protection of marine life in 1991 with the establishment of the Solitary 
Islands Marine Park. Since then five other marine parks have been created, each after extensive scientific research 
and community consultation, and each linking with the Commonwealth marine bioregional plans. The knowledge 
and expertise of the NSW marine science community has been critical to building the network. In response to the 
feedback received during the zoning process, the current network (before the government’s action) allowed for 
all forms of recreational fishing in about 93% of the NSW coastal environment (>10,000km2). It also set aside 
about 1,800km2 of the coast (~17%) as “Habitat Protection Zones” which allow nearly all forms of recreational 
fishing but only a very limited set of commercial activities. 
  
In contrast to these transparent and well-informed zoning processes, the NSW Government decision in March 
2013 to temporarily allow recreational fishing in sanctuary zones off beaches and headlands was not based on 
any scientific research or consultation, and failed to establish the necessary scientific protocols for the monitoring 
of impacts on marine life that would result.  It is now of significant concern to the marine science community that 
what was announced as a temporary lifting of restrictions on recreational fishing in sanctuary zones may become 
a permanent feature of marine parks management in this state. Such a move would represent a considerable step 
backwards in environmental awareness in the country’s most populous state and as such has drawn the attention 
of inter-state and international marine scientists. 
  
Sanctuary zones free of extractive activities, such as recreational fishing i.e. ‘no-take’, must be the corner stone of 
marine conservation. Their prime purpose is the conservation of marine life and ecological processes, but there is 
increasing evidence from Australia and overseas that sanctuary zones can help reverse the decline in marine 
health, build the resilience of marine life to climate change, and serve as buffers against overharvest which often 
occurs under conventional fisheries management. 
  
The habitats in sanctuary zones off sandy beaches and rocky shores, where restrictions on recreational fishing 
have been temporarily lifted, are vital for many fish communities.  These areas are also likely to be the most 
heavily exploited due to ease of access by fishers.  The most recent data indicates that recreational fishers take a 
quarter or more of the catch in 11 of the state’s top 20 harvested species including those commonly found in 
beach/headland habitats such as whiting, flathead, bream, luderick, tailor, snapper, kingfish and leatherjackets. 
  
To suggest, as the government is doing, that risk and threat assessment in combination with fisheries 
management are sufficient for marine conservation, fails to understand the fundamental difference between the 
management of resource exploitation and the conservation of biodiversity. The latter seeks to preserve habitats 
and species in a natural state while the former seeks to optimize harvest. Thus even when done perfectly, 
management of resource extraction cannot deliver the marine conservation benefits that a network of marine 
parks with sanctuary zones can provide. 
  
The signatories to this statement urge the NSW Government to reinstate the protection levels for sanctuary zones 
by no longer allowing recreational fishing of any form within them, and to work with the marine science 
community to establish a scientific research program that targets knowledge gaps and supports evidence-based 
decisions about marine conservation planning. 
 

 
The 222 signatories to this Statement dated 13 January 2014 follow in alphabetical order: 
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Dr Russ Babcock, Marine Ecologist, QLD 

Dr Michael Bates, Postdoctoral Associate, Program in Atmospheres, Oceans and Climate, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, USA 

Dr Rachel Bathgate, Research Assistant, The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, VIC 

Hayden Beck, PhD Candidate, University of Technology, Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Alistair Becker, Academic, UNSW, Sydney, NSW 

Professor Michael Bennett, Teaching and Research Academic, School of Biomedical Sciences, The 
University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Maria Berger, Research Fellow, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 
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Chico Birrell, PhD Candidate, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Melanie Bishop, Senior Lecturer, Department of Biological Sciences, Macquarie University, Sydney, NSW 

April Boaden, PhD Candidate, Reef and Ocean Ecology Laboratory, James Cook University, Townsville, QLD 

Dr Mary Bonin, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, James Cook 
University, Townsville, QLD 

Professor David Booth, Director, Centre for Environmental Sustainability, University of Technology, 
Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Felipe Briceno, PhD Candidate, Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies, University of Tasmania, Hobart, 
TAS 

Dr Samantha Bridgwood, Senior Research Scientist, Perth, WA 

Allison Broad, Research Assistant Marine Science, University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 

Pearse Buchanan, Marine Scientist, The Clipperton Project CIC, WA 

Jo Buckee, Senior Environmental Scientist, WA 

Lic. Ana Bugnot, PhD Candidate, Centre for Research on Ecological Impacts of Coastal Cities, The University 
of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Edward Butler, Director and Science Leader, North Australia Marine Research Alliance, Darwin, NT 

Professor Maria Byrne, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Gwenael Cadiou, PhD Candidate, University of Technology, Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Alexandra Campbell, Post-doctoral Research Associate, UNSW and Sydney Institute of Marine Sciences, 
Sydney, NSW 

Dr Alexander Campbell, Senior Fisheries Scientist, QLD 

Dr Belinda Cannell, Research Associate, Murdoch University and The University of Western Australia, 
Perth, WA 

Guillem Roca Carceller, PhD Candidate, University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain 

Dr Jane Chimungeni-Brassington, Consultant and Director Samaki Eco-Systems, Wollongong, NSW 

Professor John Choat, Emeritus Professor Marine Biology, James Cook University, Townsville, QLD 

Amanda Clarke, PhD Candidate, University of Newcastle, Newcastle, NSW 

Dr Victoria Cole, Post-doctoral/Academic, University of Western Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Associate Professor Ross Coleman, Director, Centre for Research on Ecological Impacts for Coastal 
Cities Coastal and Marine Ecosystems, School of Biological Sciences, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Lydie Couturier, Early Carrier Researcher, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Francesco Criscione, ABRS Postdoc Fellow, Natural Sciences Malacology, Australian Museum, 
Sydney, NSW 

Catherine Cunningham, Biological Technical Specialist, Sydney Water, Sydney, NSW 

Blanche D'Anastasi, Marine Conservation Geneticist and PhD Candidate, ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral 
Reef Studies, James Cook University, Townsville, QLD 

Dr Steven Dalton, Research Scientist, Marine Ecology Research Centre, Southern Cross University, NSW 

Ben Davis, Marine Scientist, Perth, WA 

Associate Professor Andy Davis, Director, Institute for Conservation Biology and Environmental 
Management, University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 

Professor Steve Dawson, Marine Science Department, University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand 
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Associate Professor Robert Day, Fisheries Biologist, Department of Zoology, The University of Melbourne, 
Melbourne, VIC 

Philippa Dean, Aquaculture Consultant 

Dr Maria del Carmen Gomez Cabrera, Scientist, Marine Palaeoecology Lab, The University of Queensland, 
Brisbane, QLD 

Marie-Claire Demers, PhD Candidate, University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 

Dr Peter Doherty, AIMS Fellow, Australian Institute of Marine Science, Townsville, QLD 

Stephanie Duce, PhD Candidate, School of Geosciences, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Christine Dudgeon, Postdoctoral Researcher, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Norm Duke, Professorial Research Fellow, James Cook University and MangroveWatch, Townsville, QLD 

Professor Graham Edgar, Senior Research Fellow, Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies, University of 
Tasmania, Hobart, TAS 

Matt Edmunds, Principal Marine Ecologist, Australian Marine Ecology Pty Ltd, Melbourne, VIC 

Suzanna Evans, PhD Candidate, Evolution and Ecology Research Centre, UNSW, Sydney, NSW 

Thomas Fellowes, Student, University of Technology, Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Adrian Ferguson, PhD Candidate, The University of Western Australia, Perth, WA 

Dr Renata Ferrari Legorreta, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Spatial and Quantitative Marine Ecology, The 
University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Lachlan Fetterplace, PhD Candidate, Institute for Conservation Biology and Environmental Management, 
University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 

Dr Will Figueira, Senior Lecturer, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Nicole Flint, Senior Research Officer, CQ University Australia, QLD 

Alice Forrest, Aquarist, Manly Sea Life Sanctuary, Sydney, NSW 

Edwina Foulsham, Environmental Scientist (Marine), Sydney, NSW 

Amelia Fowles, PhD Candidate, Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies, University of Tasmania, 
Hobart, TAS 

Dr Ceridwen Fraser, Lecturer, Fenner School of Environment and Society, ANU College of Medicine, Biology 
and Environment, Australian National University, Canberra, ACT 

Kerrie Ann Fraser, Student, The University of Queensland, Brisbane 

Dr Sue Fyfe, Canberra, ACT 

Dr Yakir Gagnon, Postdoctoral, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Mailie Gall, PhD Candidate, University of Western Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Carolina Garcia, PhD Candidate, University of Tasmania, Hobart, TAS 

Adrienne Gatt, Marine Analyst, Marine & Freshwater Environmental Monitoring Aquatic Ecology, Sydney 
Water, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Oscar Serrano Gras, Postdoctoral Fellow, Edith Cowan University and The University of Western 
Australia, Perth, WA 

Kingsley Griffin, Marine Scientist, Sinclair Knight Merz (SKM), SA 

Dr Alexandra Grutter, Honorary Senior Lecturer, School of Biological Science, The University of 
Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Georgina Gurney, PhD Candidate, ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, James Cook University, 
Townsville, QLD 

Dr Adrian Gutteridge, Marine Ecologist, GHD, QLD 

Dr Anders Hallan, ABRS Postdoctoral Fellow, Natural Sciences Malacology, Australian Museum, 
Sydney, NSW 

Dr Chris Hallett, Senior Researcher, Murdoch University, Perth, WA 

Dr Alastair Harborne, ARC DECRA Fellow, Marine Spatial Ecology Lab, The University of Queensland, 
Brisbane, QLD 

Professor Rob Harcourt, Professor of Marine Ecology Facility Leader, Australian Animal Tagging & 
Monitoring System, Department of Biological Sciences, Macquarie University, Sydney, NSW 

Professor Peter Harrison, Director, Marine Ecology Research Centre, Southern Cross University, 
Lismore, NSW 

Steven Hawes, PhD Candidate, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 
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Billy Haworth, Student and Research Assistant, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Amanda Hay, Collections Officer, Australian Museum, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Kyra Hay, Lab Manager, Queensland Brain Institute, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Michael Haywood, Marine Researcher (Project Leader), QLD 

Siobhan Heatwole, Research Assistant, Australian National University, Canberra, ACT 

Christopher Henderson, PhD Candidate, Griffith University, QLD 

Dr Ross Hill, Postdoctoral Researcher, UNSW, Sydney, NSW 

Nicole Hill, Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Tasmania, Hobart, TAS 

Honorary Associate Professor Rosalind Hinde, Head of School (retired), The University of Sydney, 
Sydney, NSW 

Martin Hing, Fisheries Assessment Officer, PhD Candidate University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 

Professor Mark Hixon, Department of Biology, University of Hawai'i, Manoa, USA 

Dr Anne Hoggett, Director, Lizard Island Research Station, Lizard Island, QLD 

Dr Glen Holmes, Lecturer, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Sebastian Holmes, Lecturer, University of Western Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Martin How, Postdoctoral Researcher, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Distinguished Professor Terry Hughes, Director, ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, James 
Cook University, Townsville, QLD 

Rebecca Hull, PhD Candidate, The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, VIC 

Dr Pat Hutchings, SPRS Senior Principal Research Scientist, Marine Invertebrates, Australian Museum, 
Sydney, NSW 

Dr Daniel Ierodiaconou, Senior Lecturer in Aquatic Spatial, School of Life and Environmental Sciences, 
Deakin University, Warrnambool, VIC 

Dr Sandy Ingleby, Collection Manager Mammal Section, Australian Museum, Sydney, NSW 

Karina Inostroza, Marine Scientist, BMT Oceanica, Perth, WA 

Emma Janson, Environmental Scientist, RPS Group Australia East, Brisbane, QLD 

Young Koo Jin, PhD Candidate, School of Marine and Tropical Biology, James Cook University, 
Townsville, QLD 

Rochelle Johnston, University Diving Officer, UNSW, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Joanna Jones, Visiting Fellow, Australian National University, Canberra, ACT 

Professor Geoffrey Jones, Senior Academic, James Cook University, Townsville, QLD 

Dr Brendan Kelaher, National Marine Science Centre, Southern Cross University, Coffs Harbour, NSW 

Dr Emma Kennedy, Post-graduate Research Fellow, Australian Rivers Institute, Griffith University, 
Nathan, QLD 

Dr Selma Klanten, Research Scientist, Fish Ecology Group, School of the Environment, University of 
Technology, Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Diana Kleine, CoralWatch Project Manager, Queensland Brain Institute, The University of Queensland, 
Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Nils Krueck, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Emmanuel Laurenceau, PhD Candidate, University of Tasmania, Hobart, TAS 

Kristofer Laurendi, Rockingham Wild Encounters, Rockingham, WA 

Susannah Leahy, PhD Candidate, School of Marine and Tropical Biology, James Cook University, 
Townsville, QLD 

James Lean, Flinders University, Adelaide, SA 

Dr Jeffrey Leis, Senior Principal Research Scientist, Marine Biology Ichthyology, Australian Museum, 
Sydney, NSW 

Michelle Linklater, PhD Candidate, University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 

Alicia Lloyd, PhD Candidate, University of Technology, Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Michael Lockwood, School of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Tasmania, 
Hobart, TAS 

Trevor Long, Manager, Marine Sciences Division, Sea World Village Roadshow Theme Parks, Gold 
Coast. QLD 
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Dr Vimoksalehi Lukoschek, Research Fellow, ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, James Cook 
University, Townsville, QLD 

Dr Tim Lynch, Hobart, TAS 

Andrew Mackey, PhD Candidate, Centre for Marine Ecosystems Research, Edith Cowan University, 
Perth, WA 

Dr Joshua Madin, Senior Lecturer and ARC Future Fellow, Macquarie University, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Elizabeth Madin, Postdoctoral Researcher Department of Biological Sciences, Macquarie University, 
Sydney, NSW 

Alisha Madsen, Aquatic and Terrestrial Ecologist, oze Eco Management, Possum Brush, NSW 

Christopher Marsh, WA 

Associate Professor Alan Marshall, Emeritus, La Trobe University, Melbourne, VIC 

Professor Justin Marshall, Senior Research Fellow, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Martin Marzloff, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies, University of 
Tasmania, Hobart, TAS 

Dr Mariana Mayer Pinto, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Evolution and Ecology Research Centre, UNSW, 
Sydney, NSW 

Mark McGrouther, Collections Manager, Australian Museum, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Louise McKenzie, NSW 

Ian McLeod, PhD Candidate, James Cook University, Townsville, QLD 

Professor Jessica Meeuwig, Director, Centre for Marine Futures, The University of Western Australia, 
Perth, WA 

Dr Olaf Meynecke, Researcher, Humpbacks & Highrises Inc., Gold Coast, QLD 

Kimberley Millers, PhD Candidate, The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, VIC 

Dr Des Mills, Consultant, Des Mills Marine Environmental Reviews 

Associate Professor Natalie Moltschaniwskyj, Senior Academic Marine Science, University of Newcastle, 
Newcastle, NSW 

Anna Murray, Technical Officer Marine Invertebrates, Australian Museum Research Institute, NSW 

Dr Jon Nevill, Director OnlyOnePlanet Consulting, Melbourne, VIC 

Marianne Nyegaard, PhD Candidate, Murdoch University, Perth, WA 

Elizabeth Oh, Senior Technical Officer Estuaries and Coasts, Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies, 
University of Tasmania, Hobart, TAS 

Dr Andrew Olds, Research Fellow, Australian Rivers Institute, Griffith University, Nathan, QLD 

Dr Frederique Olivier, Hobart, TAS 

Dr Jordi F Pagès, Research Technician, Centre d’Estudis Avançats de Blanes (CEAB-CSIC), Spain 

Prof John Pandolfi, ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, The University of Queensland, 
Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Greg Parry, Director Marine Ecological Solutions P/L, Queenscliff, VIC 

Dr John Paxton, Senior Fellow (Retired Principal Research Scientist) Ichthyology, Australian Museum, 
Sydney, NSW 

Genevieve Phillips, PhD Candidate, Queensland Brain Institute, The University of Queensland, 
Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Rebecca Pirzl, Director, Skadia P/L, VIC 

Dr Kylie Pitt, Senior Lecturer, Griffith University, QLD 

Dr Margaret Platell, Conjoint Fellow, SELS/Environmental Science and Management, Faculty of Science 
and IT, The University of Newcastle, Newcastle, NSW 

Dr Jacqui Pocklington, Research Associate Marine Invertebrates, Museum Victoria, Melbourne, VIC 

Dr David Pollard, Previously Acting Director of the NSW Fisheries Research Institute, NSW 

Professor Hugh Possingham, Director, CEED and NERP-ED, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Dr David Powter, Senior Lecturer, School of Environmental and Life Sciences, The University of Newcastle, 
Newcastle, NSW 

Distinguished Professor Bob Pressey, ARC Centre Of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, James Cook 
University, Townsville, QLD 

Dr Christine Preston, Lecturer in Science Education, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 
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Dr Norman Quinn, Fulbright Fellow, Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Jakarta, Indonesia 

Eric Raes, PhD Candidate, UWA Oceans Institute, The University of Western Australia, Perth, WA 

Dr Mandy Reid, Researcher, Australian Museum, Sydney, NSW 

Amanda Reid, Collection Manager, Australian Museum, Sydney, NSW 

Aurora Martínez Ricart, University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain 

Dr Cynthia Riginos, Senior Lecturer, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Dr Lotte Rivers, Marine Ecologist and Environmental Consultant 

Dr Kerrylee Rogers, ARC Future Fellow, School of Earth and Environmental Science, University of 
Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 

Professor Javier Romero, Seagrass Specialist, University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain 

Associate Professor Andrew Rose, ARC QEII Fellow, Southern Cross University, NSW 

Professor Pauline Ross, University of Western Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Dr Jane Rosser, Academic and Marine Research, James Cook University, Townsville, QLD 

Dr John Runcie, Honorary Research Associate, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSA and CEO, Aquation 
Pty Ltd, Umina Beach, NSW 

Dr Enric Sala, Explorer-in-Residence, National Geographic Society, USA 

Elliot Scanes, PhD Candidate, University of Western Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

Arthur Schultz, PhD Candidate, National Marine Science Centre, Southern Cross University, Coffs 
Harbour, NSW 

Dr Anna Scott, Lecturer, National Marine Science Centre, Southern Cross University, Coffs Harbour, NSW 

Dr Emily Shaw, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Professor Marcus Sheaves, Deputy Director TropWATER, James Cook University, Townsville, QLD 

Dr Scoresby Shepherd AO, Senior Research Fellow, Adelaide, SA 

Hannah Sheppard-Brennand, PhD Candidate, School of Environment, Southern Cross University, Coffs 
Harbour, NSW 

Professor Rod Simpson, Retired, NSW 

Associate Professor Elizabeth Sinclair, Research School of Plant Biology, The University of Western 
Australia, Perth, WA 

Timothy Skewes, Research Scientist, QLD 

Associate Professor Stephen Smith, National Marine Science Centre, Southern Cross University, Coffs 
Harbour, NSW 

Dr Timothy Smith, Post-doctoral Fellow, Deakin University, Geelong, VIC 

Natalie Soars, PhD Candidate, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 

German Soler, Marine Biologist, University of Tasmania, Hobart, NSW 

Brigitte Sommer, PhD Candidate, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD 

Shirley Sorokin, Research Communications (Marine Science), Flinders University, Adelaide, SA 
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Tasmania, Hobart, TAS 
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Dr Iain Suthers, Professor, UNSW, Sydney, NSW 
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Associate Professor Stephen Swearer, The University of Melbourne, Melbourne, VIC 
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